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How Far Is Bethlehem? 


Once again the Christmas season 
Finds our hearts in eager quest. 
Tired of all the world may offer, 
We would find a deeper rest. 
Bethlehem the prophets tell us 
Is the birthplace of God’s Son, 
If we find Him and receive Him, 
Then eternal rest is won. 
We would seek His lowly manger 
There our choicest gifts to bring. 
We would worship in the stable 
Now the throne room of a king. 
Must we climb the hills of Judah? 
Must we cross the desert sand, 
Isre we find the holy Christ child, 
Or beside’ His manger stand? 
Bethlehem is very near us, 
And the manger is not far. 
Do not wait angelic singing 
Nor the guidance of a star. 
Open wide your heart in giving 
Vo the poorest as to Him; 


Spend your heart and life for others, 
Giving gladly as to Him. 
Distant journeys are not needed, 
Bethlehem is everywhere. 
Do the poor and needy call you? 
Lo! the Christ is waiting there. 
Hidden neath dull pain and sorrow, 
Lives are bound by sin and fear— 
Where the nearest one is calling, 
Bethlehem is just so near. 
—John Wright Follette. 
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CHRISTMAS ORDER 


“Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will end men. 


aukeos 14: 


The angelic announcement to the 

shepherds of the birth of the Babe of 
Bethlehem was accompanied by the 
chorus of an attending heavenly host. 
Their utterance was shore at We in- 
stant when the veil between earth and 
heaven was drawn apart on the momen- 
tous occasion of the gift of heaven’s best 
for earth’s ills—a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. That short utterance in chorus 
was the expression of the best of condi- 
tions for all mankind. And the ange! 
chorus put the order correctly. 

Man, after 1900 years, 1S still st rug- 
ging to achieve two Pardee che ideal 
Ele knows the need of peace. He shud- 
ders at not finding it before he has found 
the frankenstein of destructive potential 

—atom eae death rays, jet propul- 
sion, and all the other ‘things which 
when eee for destructive purposes 
stagger the imagination and make the 
need of peace not an ideal but an essen- 
tial if our civilization is to endure, or 
perhaps even for our earth to remain 
habitable. 

Good will is the basis for peace, in- 
d'vidually, socially, racially, nationally, 
and internationally. When it is seen in 
action, it is commended, whether 
indiv als or in groups—good will to- 
ward men by other men, by men for all 
men. That virtue is not nearly so pro- 
lific as are hate and distrust. How readily 
these two beget their kind and soon a 
family of misunderstanding and trouble 
plague the realm of human relations— 
and peace has vanished in spite of the 
universal desire for it. 

Could it be that the first third of the 
angel chorus is the key to realizing the 
other two thirds? “Glory to God” first— 
and in the proportion man observes that, 
then shall he know the fulfillment of 
peace on earth and good will toward 
men. If men everywhere were ready 
to give God honor and praise in worship, 
hearts would be in condition for good 
will toward others, and the peace for 
which men long would be attained. 


He who was born that night in Beth- 
lehem is called the Prince of Peace. 
When He comes (again) whose right 
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it is to reign, He will rule in righteous- 
ness, first things shall be first—and peace 


—M.M. 


shall be on earth. 


Prepare Ye the 
by hal. 


One of the greatest wonders of all 
time to the reverent student of history 
is the careful preparation of the world 
by God for the advent of the Saviour. 
Before the angels with flaming swords 
were placed as keepers of the gates of the 
Garden of Eden the process of prepar- 
ation was begun. Man must learn that 
because of his sin a substitutional vi- 
carious sacrifice must be offered before 
fellowship with God can once again be 
a blessed reality. So from the slaying of 
the animals in ‘Eden’s garden to provide 
a “covering,” down past the altars otf 
Abel, Nea Abraham (who built an 
altar wherever he pitched his tent), 
Isaac, and Jacob; through the maze of 
altars and offerings of the Levitical order, 
with the slaying of the morning and 
evening aban Sol omon’s Temple; God 
was preparing the world for the advent 
of His Son, Who would offer Himself 
as THE sacrifice for sin once for all....the 
ONLY sacrifice that could atone for the 
disobedience of a sinning world. 


At least 2000 years before the birth 


of Christ, the preparation of the peoplé 


who would cradle the baby Jesus was 
begun. A man was called from the midst 
of his people and was sent to be a pil- 
grim and a stranger in a foreign land of 
separation to serve and to obey the God 
of the universe. ‘Thus was the beginning 
of the Hebrew nation. Their history is 
filled with fiery trials, testings, afflictions, 
victories, defeats, scatterings, purgings. 
Whole empires were brought to world 
dominion to discipline them, and when 
the disciplining was accomplished and 
the godless element within the Hebrew 
nation was purged away, those dominions 
crumbled and decayed. Nation after 
nation was thus used of God to purify 
the Hebrew people until for 400 years 
previous to the coming of Christ, a 
fierce devotion to God and to His law 


A Man of One Book 

John Wesley said: “I want to know 
one thing: how to land safe on that 
happy shore. God Himself has conde- 
scended to teach the way. He hath writ- 
ten it down in a book! Oh, give me that 
Book! I have it; here is knowledge 
enough for me. Let me be a man of one 


book.” 


Way of the Lord 


RENFROE 


burned within their hearts; and finally 
God was able to choose a pure, devout, 
humble maiden to mother His Son. 


Not only must the world know the 
meaning of the coming of Christ, and 
a people be prepared who could bring 
forth the Christ, but the world must be 
prepared so that the news of His coming, 
of His tremendous work, could be spread 
abroad quickly. This involved language 
and communications. Ever since man 
had refused to obey God and had mani- 
fested that rebellion in a futile attempt 
to build a tower to heaven, the race had 
been divided into small groups whose 
communication with each other was 
made difficult and sometimes impossible 
by differences of language. Three hun- 
dred forty years before the birth of Jesus, 
a boy of 16 took command of his dead 
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father’s Greek armies, and embarked 
upon a program of world conquest the 
rapidity of which has never been equaled 
to this day. But Alexander the Great 
did something that no other conqueror 
had done before him. He established 
Greek cities in all his conquered realm 
and within a few short years the Greek 
language had become the language of 
commerce and culture, and finally of 
literature. The whole civilized world 
began to speak a common language. A 
common language would do no good 


unless travel were comparatively easy’ 


and safe. So just 27 years before the 
angelic choir sang to the shepherds on 
the hillsides of Bethlehem, God raised 
up the Roman Empire to rule the world 
with law and order. In order to facilitate 
the movement of their armies, wherever 
the Romans went they built good roads, 
and by the time the Lord Jesus was ready 
to begin His ministry, the Roman rule, 
moving over Roman roads, was firmly 
established. And before Paul was well 
into his ministry, the gospel had already 
reached Rome. Thus God prepared the 
world for the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Once more God is preparing the world 
for the coming of Jesus Christ. Long 
ago it was written that He would come 
again in like manner as He went; that 
before He came, a man of sin would be 
revealed, under him the world would 
be united politically, commerce would 
be restricted, in the midst of plenty 
there would be famine. in the midst 
of peace there would be sudden de- 
struction. The harbingers of these things 
are at hand. The nations of the 
earth are being conditioned for their 
political unification. We are becoming 
accustomed to being told what we can 
buy and what we cannot buy. We have 
accepted as the usual the condition of 
being told what we can work at, how 


much we can do, and what we can use. 
We are used to seeing vast ‘surpluses 
piled up while two thirds of the world’s 
population are in a condition of star- 
vation or semi-starvation. 

As God is preparing the world, we 
need to prepare our hearts so that “when 
these things come to pass,” instead of 
being swept off our feet into defeat and 
compromise, we will look up and know 
that our “redemption draweth nigh.” 


——_—_ 
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ONLY A BABE 


by Leste 'T. Horpcrorr 
Faculty Member Of XG lis Bs I. 


In the Christmas season we all re- 
joice in the thought of the newbom 
Babe of Bethlehem. We like to imagine 
Him as a chubby, dimpled little fellow, 
happily cooing in the arms of His 
mother. We may picture her exercising 
tender, loving care towards Him and in 
her heart radiantly rejoicing for her 
newborn Son. But we wonder if Mary 
really understood the nature of the 
Child she bore. That tiny bundle of 
life that she hugged to her bosom re- 
presented the most abundant blessing ot 
God that poor mankind could ever know. 

Here was the Christ, the One who 
was born to die. Here was the con- 
queror of sin, the transformer of human 
lives, the One who was perfectly to ful- 
fill and set aside the Jaw; the very Son 
of Almighty God. This was the One 
who should bruise the serpent’s head; 
the One who was to spring forth trium- 
phant ‘with the keys of death and hell; 
the One to whom every knee should 
bow and whose Lordship every tongue 
should confess. This was the great King 
of glory, very God of very God, begotten 
not created. And yet, He anpeared as 
a mere babe, only an insignificant frag- 
ment of humanity. 


For four millenniums, mankind had 
been looking for the Saviour. Eve 


thought He had come in her day, and so 


did many another mother in Israel; but 
until the time of the Babe of Bethlehem, 
all were disappointed. Men everywhere 
talked of His coming, and multitudes 
of divinely ordained ceremonies and 
institutions pointed to Him. The proph- 
ets had foretold His coming, the scribes 
had tenderly recorded those glorious 
truths. and believers everywhere had 
eagerly awaited the fulfilment of the 
promises. Surely men would instantly 
recognize and acclaim their newborn 
Saviour. None could fail to discern a 
glorious response to their earnest prayer 
and to the anxious longing of their 
weary hearts. 

Yet fail men did, for Jesus was not 
recognized. It is true that the searching 
wise men and the shepherds came, but 
that is all. The vast majority of men 
were less than wise, and so they trudged 


wearily onward in a search for physical 
livelihood, all unmindful of the won- 
drous Babe. Had He come as a mighty 
earthly conqueror, they would have 
yielded glad allegiance; but no one 
thought to place his hope in a newborn 
Babe. ‘The words of the inn keeper were, 
“No room,” and this heartless retort was 
destined to be a reflection of the attitude 
of all Israel towards the incarnate Son 
of God. At a tender age He was borne 
as a refugee far from His native land; ~ 
at the beginning of His ministry He was 
thrust ignominiously from the village 
of His childhood; and in the closing 
hours of His earthly life He was dragged 
from place to place, and finally as a 
espised outcast He was nailed to the 
cross of Calvary. 

Multitudes today declare they have no 
room for Jesus. ‘Those who do rot say it 
openly proclaim their attitude by their 
godless lives. It is not that men do not 
want something from God, but rather 
that they do not want it in the form that 
He offers. The way of Christ is the way 
of humility and contrition and earnest 
repentance from sin. In Christianity the 
way up is the way down, and it is the 
servant who is to be master of all. It is 
just as humbling to men today to ac- 
knowledge the Gift of God as it was at 
the time of the advent of that Gift. Men 
wanted a glorious king and not a weak, 
helpless babe; they would gladly have 
run to the bidding of an austere king 
upon a throne, but they had not time to 
gather about a common infant’s crib. 
Men today seek after a religion of works, 
no matter how arduous these may be, 
but they decline to follow Christianity 
with its simple requirements of humble 
submission and yieldedness of self. 

How human it is to despise the things 
that are not great in men’s eyes! But 
how false is such an outlook! In the 
Christ Child lay embodied the greatest 
potentialities of time or eternity, for 
they were as great as God Himself. In 
this, Christ lay the fountain of life. In 
Him lay comfort for the sorrowing, 
healing for the wounded, guidance for 
the perplexed and rest for the weary. 
He alone was destined to offer peace to 
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those in strife, pardon to those in sin, 
paradise to the whosoever will, and 
a never failing friendship. In Christ 
were invested all the treasures of God 
and the myriad of divine virtues that 
Diety sought to bestow upon mortal 
man. And yet men passed Him by. 

At this Christmastide, may this be a 
message to our hearts. The unfolding of 
the plan of Almighty God may constitute 
the small things as well as those that are 
great. It may be only a still small voice, 
but let us recognize that such could be 
the voice of God. It may be only a cloud 
the size of a man’s hand, but perhaps it 
is the unerring harbinger of an unpar- 
alleled outpouring of the rich blessings 
of God. What if it is small and insignif- 
icant, should not the humble. first ad- 
vent of the eternal Son of God teach 
us of the mysterious workings of God, 
His wonders to perform? Who knows 
what great things may arise from the 
simple and humbie beginning? What 
we count a trifling detail, may be God’s 
provision for even the greatest need in 
our life. It was only a Babe at Bethle- 
hem, but in the unfolded plan. of God. 
that Babe was the central character of 
all history. Only a Babe, and yet the 
focal point for all the dealings of God, 
and the only channel through which 
He has moved to bless humanity. Only 
a Babe, but nought could have been 
greater, nought more sublime! 


I planned an ultra-modern home when 
priorities were lifted. 
...But a Belgium woman whispered, 
“T have no home at all!” 
I dreamed of a country place for Juxur- 
ious week ends, 
...But a Jewish lad kept saying, 
“T have no country!” 
I decided on a new cupboard right now— 
...But a child of China cried out, 
“T have no cup!” 
I started to purchase a new kind of wash- 
ing machine, 
...But a Polish woman said softly, 
“T have nothing to wash!” 
I wanted a quick freezing unit for stor- 
ing quantities of food— 
... But across the waters came the cry, 
“T have no food!” 
I ordered a new car for the pleasure of 
my loved ones— 
...But a war orphan murmured, 
“T have no loved ones!” 
—Mayme Gainer Miller. 
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“Man's Day” and “The Lord’s Day” . 


by J. Narver GorTNER 


We are living in what the Bible calls 
“man’s day,’ and man is doing the 
judging; but it will not be long until 
“man’s day” will come to an end, and 
“the Lord’s day,” which, so far as the 
churches are concerned, is already here, 
will have its full manifestation in “the 
day of the Lord,” and then the Lord will 
render His verdict, and many of man’s 
judgments will be reversed, and the 
follies upon which they are being based 
will be made manifest. 

We need not be surprised if we are 
misjudged in this day, the day in which 
we are now living, for man is not a com- 
petent judge. He is not sufficiently 
informed to take into consideration he- 
redity, environment, and all the circum- 
stances involved; he does not know what 
the underlying motives prompting ac- 
tions are; he depends too much upon 
circumstantial evidence which he is 
not able to properly evaluate, and he 
often listens to witnesses who do not 
tell the truth, and believes what the 
witnesses say rather than what is said 
by the accused; the whole program of 
“man’s day” is warped and wrinkled by 
the fact of human depravity, the utter 
depravity of human nature which is un- 
der the curse, and which renders man 
an incapable judge. 


But the full manifestation of “the 
Lord’s day” will come, “and then shall 
every man have praise of God,” or, as 
the words undoubtedly mean, shall have 
his conduct justly evaluated, and shall 
receive a reward if his conduct shall be 
found to have merited a reward, or “shall 
suffer loss” if his conduct shall be found 
to have been such that a suffering of loss 
is deserved. Paul declares that “we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ,’—the beematos of the Christ, as 
it reads in the Greek, where it appears 
particular attention is called to the fact 
that He will be the Judge in that day, 
He and not another,—“that every one 
may receive the things,” or, the just rec- 
ompense for the things, “done in the 
body,” or as the Greek reads, dia tou 
somatos, literally, through the body, “ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether 


it be good or bad” C1 Cor. 5:10). 


The expressions “man’s day” and 


“the Lord’s day” are both Scriptural: 


each is as Scriptural as is the other; each 
occurs once and only once. In 1 Cor- 
inthians 4:3 we read, “But, with me, it 
is a very small thing, that I should be 
judged by you, or by man’s day; yea, I 
do not even judge myself. For I am 
conscious to myself of nothing; yet have 
I not therefore been justified: but He 
who judges me is the Lord. Wherefore 
judge nothing before the time, until the 
Lord come, who will both bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness, and make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts; and 
then will each one have his praise,” or, 
as the translator might have rendered 
it, his appraisal, “from God.” I have 
quoted from the translation of the New 
Testament by A. S. Worell, published 
by the American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, which is, so for as my knowledge 
extends, the only translation of the en- 
tire New Testament into the English 
language by a Pentecostal scholar. 


Those who have carefully studied the 
Scriptures have always known that the 
words translated “man’s judgment” in 
|. Corinthians 4:3 mean “man’s day” for 
they have noted the marginal renderings 
in both the Authorized and Revised 
Versions which have indicated this fact. 
The word rendered “judgment” is he- 
meros, and it most certainly means “day,” 
for it is so rendered 350 times and this 
is the only place where it is rendered 
“judgment.” Why in this instance the 
translators rendered it “judgment” is 
evidently because they thought that the 
meaning of the text would be made more 
clear by so rendering it, the reference 
of Paul being to the day when man is 
judging and which will be followed by 
that day when the Lord shall reveal what 
His verdict has been. The translators, it 
will be seen, put interpretation into the 
translation, but it is agreed by all scholars 
that the interpretation is proper inter- 
pretation. Here is Young’s rendering 
in his “Literal Translation,” “To me it 
is a very little thing that by you I may 
be judged, or by man’s day, but not even 
myself do I judge.” If the translators of 
the Authorized Version had put the 
literal rendering in the text instead of 
putting it in the margin, we should be 
as familiar with the expression “man’s 


day” as we are with the expression “the 
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Lord’s day,” and at the same time, we 
should have been saved from all the 
confusion which has been caused b 
man’s thinking that by “the Lord’s day,” 
(an expression we find in Rev. 1:9) is 
meant Sunday which was never known 
as “the Lord’s day” in the days when 
John lived and for more than a hundred 
years afterwards, but always as “the first 
day of the week.” When Sunday finally 
became known as “the Lord’s day” that 
title was adopted as the result of a wrong 
understanding of the meaning of John; 
or, rather, of the Holy Spirit, when 
Revelation 1:9 was written. 

There are many people, and among 
them many interpreters of Revelation, 
who teach that it was on Sunday that 
John was “in the spirit” and saw the 
marvelous vision he so faithfully and 
graphically describes in the last book 
of the Bible. This, in my opinion, is a 
great mistake. 


Let us glance at what John wrote. 
I quote from Worrell’s translation: “I 
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day; and 
I heard behind me a great voice as of a 
trumpet, saying, What you see write in 
a book, and send it to the seven assem- 
blies; to Ephesus, and to Smyrna, and to 
Pergamum, and to Thyatira, and to 
Sardis, and to Philadelphia, and to 
Laodicea. And I turned to see the voice 
that was speaking with me; and, having 
turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 
and in the midst of the candlesticks, One 
like the Son of Man, clothed with a 
garment to the foot, and girded at the 
breasts with a golden girdle.” 


Here we see in the vision the Lord 
appearing in His judicial character, or, 
in other words, as Judge, to usher in 
“the Lord’s day.” His coming at the 
end of the church age will mark the end 
of “man’s day,” or, more properly, the 
beginning of the end, for the actual end 
will not come until His glorious appear- 
ing at the end of Daniel’s seventieth 
week when He “shall be revealed from 
heaven, with His mighty angels, in flam- 
ing fire, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” CTitus 
2:13). The beginning of the end, how- 
ever, is marked by His coming to judge 
His saints, which will be a judgment 
quite different from the judgment of the 
wicked or of the earth-dwellers during 
the period of the tribulation. The un- 
believers will not “appear before the 
ES ee 
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judgment seat of Christ” that Paul speaks 
of in | Corinthians 5:10; they will ap- 
pear a thousand years later at the White 
Throne Judgment. Rev. 20:11-15. “The 
Lord's Day” should be regarded as a day 
of judgment in which the Lord will 
judge believers and accord to them re- 
ward or loss, according to their deserts, 
and in which, at the same time, He will 
judge the world in righteousness, which 
is something quite different from the 


White Throne Judgment. 


In | Peter 4:17 we read that “judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God.” 
Objection has been made to the teaching 
that John in his vision was transported, 
or, projected forward, into “the day of 
the Lord,” because, it is asserted, the 
judgements of “the day of the Lord” are 
scheduled to follow the church age, and, 
consequently, that “day” cannot come 
until the church age shall have come to 
an end. Much, it is said, that was re- 
vealed to John, and that he tells us about 
in Revelation, was to take place during 
the church age. Therefore, by “the 
Lord’s day” in Revelation 1:9 we must 
understand, not “the day of the Lord,” 
but Sunday, the first day of the week. 
These objectors overlook the plain teach- 
ing of Peter, already referred to, that 
“judgment must begin at the house of 
God”; and also the fact that it is likely 
that the expression, “the Lord’s day,” 
rather than “the day of the Lord,” was 
used by John for this very reason. Paul 
wrote his First Epistle to the Corinthians 
in A.D. 57, or thereabouts, and it was 


not until A.D. 95, or, possibly a few 


years later than that, that John wrote the 
Apocalypse; so the whole church must 
have been very familiar with the ex- 
pression, “man’s day,” and its meaning, 
i.e., the day in which man judges. The 
expression, “the Lord’s day,” seems to 
have been deliberately chosen by John, 
or by the Holy Spirit who wrote through 
John, in contradistinction to “man’s day.” 
If this is true, it appears that “the Lord’s 
day” is a more comprehensive expression 
than “the day of the Lord,” as the ex- 
pression, “the kingdom of God” is a more 
comprehensive expression than “the 
kingdom of the Son of man.” Included 
in “the Lord’s day” is “the day of the 
Lord.” If we use the expression. “the 
day of the Lord,” we are laying the 
emphasis on Lord, “the day of the 
LORD,” whereas if we use the express- 
ion, “the Lord’s day,” we are laying the 
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Seeking the King 

“Where is Jesus, King of Judah?” 

Asked the wise men from afar; 
We would worship and adore Him, 

For we've seen His glorious star. 
At the court of earthly splendour 

No one knew this glorious King; 
Only pain and consternation 

Did the news to Herod bring. 

And, as Herod did not know Him, 
Even through his power and fame, 
So earth’s cold and haughty worldlings 

Fail today to know His name. 
Self would reign instead of Jesus, 
It would find Him but to slay, 
It would keep His crown and scepter; 
Thus speaks sinful man today. 
Where is Jesus, King of glory? 
Seeking souls need not depart; 
He will wield His blessed scepter 
In each true and lowly heart. 

Thou needest not to climb to heaven, 
Seeking Him who dwells on high. 
Or to search the depths beneath thee, 

For by faith He is most nigh. 
Cradle Him within thy bosom, 

Welcome Bethlehem’s Babe today, 
He will speak thy sins forgiven 

And thy sorrows shall allay. 

Where is Jesus? Here behold Him! 
Hail the bright and morning star, 
King of kings and Lord of monarchs; 

Sound the Christmas bells afar. 
Worldly kingdoms wane and perish, 
But Messiah’s will increase, 
Till with glory universal 
Earth shall own His reign of peace. 
—Carrie Judd Montgomery. 


The Christian is on the defensive 
because Satan attacks us on our territory; 
and the Christian is on the offensive be- 
cause we attack Satan on his territory. 
So we use the Sword. Some of us are 
always on the defensive, but it should 
not be so. We are to attack the devil 
and seek to snatch souls from his grasp, 
and to restore them to their rightful 
Cwner, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. To this end we may be furnished 
with an all prevailing weapon, the sword 
of the Spirit, the word of God. Let us 
learn how to wield this formidable wea- 
pon, and ever remember that the words 
“It is written” are magic words, by which 
our Lord Himself routed the enemy. 
They still possess their deadly power, 
to slay all evil and bring life and light 


to souls.—A.V.R. 
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The Angels’ Song 


by W.T. 


“And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, 
the angel of the Lord came unto them, 
and the.glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore afraid. 
And the ange! said unto them, Fear not: 
for, beho'd, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising 
God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
toward men.” —Luke 2:8-14. 

The day is drawing near when we 
shall once again commemorate the birth- 
day of the world’s Redeemer. More and 
more people will be thinking and speak- 
ing of Christmas. The streets and stores 
are all dressed up for the happy cele- 
bration. No ruler of earth at the very 
apex of his popularity ever received 
such universal acclaim as will be ac- 
corded the Babe of Bethlehem though 
nineteen centuries have slipped between. 
The press, the radio, the school, and the 
home will after a fashion conspire with 
the church in heralding anew the in- 
carnation message. The spirit of kind- 
ness and good will again will tug at the 
heart strings of uncounted millions as 
they listen to the sweetest story ever 


told. 


Flow can the angel message of peace 
and good will be applied to the divided, 
passion-inflamed world of today? The 
answer is plain if we turn the pages of 
history and consider the sorry plight 
of the world when the blessed event 
attracted the angel choir to Bethelem. 
Israel, the chosen nation, was under the 
heel of a cruel despotism, and half of 
the inhabitants of the world were in 
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virtual slavery when Joseph and Mary 
wended their way over the Judean hills 
and came to rest in the friendly habitat 
of cattle. 


When human rights and hopes were 
at an alltime low, the pure, sweet notes 
of the angel song supplied the missing 
link between the discord of earth and 
the harmony of heaven. Peace on earth 
was predicated upon giving glory to 
God in the highest. The present-day 
bedlam of confused: voices from the 
capitals of world disorder would lead 
the thoughtful soul to believe that arro- 
gant independence of God is basically 
responsible for the present chaotic state 
of world affairs. 


Peace, prosperity, and happiness apart 
from God and righteousness is neither 
possible nor desirable, yet a rebellious 
world, ever since the advent of its one 
hope of present and eternal salvation, 
struggles on in the vain attempt to a- 
chieve the impossible. Thank God, in 
spite of the din of godless demigogues 
and the noisy purveyors of belligerent 
ideologies, the true import of the angel 
message will strike a responsive chord 
deep in the inner consciousness of myr- 
iads, and to the human urge to make the 
world safe and livable, there will be 
added a passion to make men holy and 
obedient. 


It might bring us closer to the real 
spirit of the season if we call to mind 
at least one thing that is absent from the 
angel song. There is no plaintive lamen- 
tation over the injustice and inequality 
so deeply ingrained in the social order. 
Certainly the heavens are not unmind- 
ful. of or indifferent to sorrow and op- 
pression. Perhaps these jubilant singers 
from the upper reaches of God’s happy 
universe could not adapt themselves to 
the minor strains of a sighing, prodigal 
world. I am inclined to the opinion that 
the minor chords belong exclusively to 


‘The iy Ate 
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a realm where sin and tears are set to 
music. 


What then is the meaning of this jubi- 
lant song if it does not mean that these 
celestial visitors were dispatched to in- 
spire our hopes and tune our hearts to 
dream and sing of realities higher and 
more compensating than temporal good 
—a Saviour, Christ the Lord. Not a sav- 
iour of decadent Judaism or of abstract 
human freedoms, but a Saviour of sin- 
ners “from their sins.” 


I am not unmindful of the mighty 
impact of the Christian gospel on world 
order. Yet this is not the theme of the 
angels’ song, neither is it the theme of 
God-anointed ministry. The salvation 
that the Bible proffers to the world is 
personal and individual, and it comes 
only to those who personally believe 
from their hearts in the Saviour, Whom 
angels worship and adore. 


Wonderful story of love! Whatever 
the condition or the environment, there 
is jubilant song for all those who are 
wise enough to follow the Christmas. 
star. What if the social and economic 
system is off balance, we need not wait 
for a changed order. Our first and pre- 
eminent need is a changed life, a change 
that will banish gloom and despair, bring- 
ing peace and good will, a song, a mis- 
sion, a goal. 


Trusting 


My closest Friend jis everything, 

My God and Shepherd, Lord and King; 
The Captain of my soul is He, 

Lord, how can I but trust in Thee! 


Fle made the world and all therein, 
Then died that He might save from sin. 
The Holy One a curse became; 

Lord, how can I but trust Thy name! 


He's gone to heav’n, He’s praying there; 
What joy to know His home I'll share, 
Oh, joyous hope, He'll come again, 
Lord, how could I but trust Thee then! 
—Ruth Sherman Ford 


' 
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1475 Ellis St., San Francisco 


2 Ne 
Jouncil 


Phone: West 7010 


Schedule of Fellowship 
Meetings 


Dec. 1—Lovelock, Oakland (CCal- 
vary), Salida, Trinidad 


8—Monte Vista (Cupertino), 
Tulelake 


15—Monterey (Hilltop), Santa 


Rosa 


29—Merced 


Jan.. 1—Chico 
5—Blue Lake, Hayward, Reno 


Election of District Presbyters 


Nominations for District Presbyters 
shall be made by each section at a special 
meeting of the resident ministers of the 
section who shall be members of the 
Northern California and Nevada Dis- 
trict Council, and the delegates regularly 
elected by the affiliated assemblies of the 
section. Nomination shall be by secret 
ballot. Voting shall continue until one 
nominee shall receive a two-thirds ma- 


jority vote within the first four ballots, 


or the two highest names shall then be 
submitted to the District Council for 
election. These nominations from the 
various sections shall be forwarded to the 
District Superintendent not later than 
one month prior to the convening of the 
District Council when these nomina- 
tions shall be submitted to the Council 
in session for their ratification.—Page II, 
Section 2, Paragraph 2, 1947 District 
Minute Book. 


R. J. THurmonp, Secretary-Treasurer 
66 Monte Vista Avenue, Oakland 11 
Phone: OLympic 1330 


Santa Cruz Campground 

There are about 100 lots left in Beth- 
any Park subdivision. It is to the best 
interest of the buyer as well as of the 
campground development for purchasers 
to make selections as early as possible. 
A deposit of $100 holds a lot until the 
transaction can be completed some time 
in the near future. The roads have been 
surfaced and now the water system is 


being developed. 


Season's Greetings 

Warm holiday greetings and 
very best wishes from the District 
office that the Lord’s blessing be 
upon you and yours and your efforts 


in His service during the coming 
year. 


W. T. Gaston 

R. J. Thurmond 
Marjorie Maddocks 
oe Winey 


SeSoae! 


AS 


t 


Just off the press— 
“J Was Prisoner of the Japs” 
by Leland E. Johnson 

The author gives a very interesting 
account of the experiences he and his 
family were obliged to go through while 
prisoners in the Philippines. The price 
is $1.25. Order direct from Leland E. 
Johnson, 919 North Avenue 67, Los 
Angeles 42, Calif. 


Card of Thanks 
We wish to express our appreciation 
to all who were so kind and thoughtful 
to us as a family during our recent sor- 


row. —The C. E. Persings. 


Prayer 


Proper prayer is a mighty engine of 
war. It can reach around the world; it 
can touch the highest heaven and shake 
the lowest hell. 


The prayer of faith is mightier than 
any dynamite, for it has the almighti- 
“ex ° ; b 2) 

ness of God linked to it. 
The prayer of faith shoots straighter 
than any piece of ordnance, for the 


Spirit of God sets the range finder. 


Prayer is a Jacob’s ladder with God’s 
angels ascending and descending taking 
up the petitions and bringing down the 
answers. 


Prayer may be as simple as a baby’s 
cry; as eloquent as a tear; as secret as a 
heart-pang; as swift as the lightning; as 
mighty as the tornado; as sweet as May 
blossoms; as deep as hell; as high as 
heaven; as strong as love; and as divinely 
human as the Christ of God. Prayer is 
only real prayer when inspired by Him 
and Elis Spirit. 

He has mastered but little of prayer 
who knows but little of the Spirit-groan- 
ing, which cannot be uttered. 


He who has never added fasting to 
prayer has not fully learned to feast 


with God. 


Ele who cannot keep awake praying 
will be asleep when the answer comes. 


No matter how great our petition, 
His promise is always “exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask of 


think.”—C. H. Pridgeon. 


Midwinter Convention .. . 


30th District Council Session 


BETHEL TEMPLE 


January 27 to 30, 1948 


SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 
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® THOMAS J. CUSTOCK, President and C.A. Editor 
21 Hermosa Avenue, Vallejo 


Phone 2-5201 


What Turns 


The Wheels? 


by E. G. Esketin 


For about eight years I was an em- 
ployee of the great Ford Motor Company 
in Detroit, Michigan. It employs over 
80,000 people. It covers seven square 
miles, and in that area has over 300 
miles of railroad tracks and 400 miles 
of conveyors, which carry parts from 
building to building. One of the jobs 
that I had for a certain period was to 
check badges of the workers to see that 
no man was wearing two badges and 
collecting two pay checks. | traveled 
from plant to plant. There were the 
great coke ovens, the steel mill, the 
cement plant, tool and die building, 
motor building, rubber plant, assembly 
line, and the administration building. 
Now, there is one building that I have 
not mentioned that is above all in its 
importance. If a certain building was 
not in operation the 80,000 employees 
would have to stay at home, no cars 
would be manufactured, no light would 
burn, no water would run, the place 
would be desolate. What turns the 
wheels? It’s a small building, but oh, 
so powerful. Yes, it’s the power plant! 


Let's talk about another plant, 
another great institution with its thou- 
sand of workers—the church! Look at 
our Assembly of God churches through- 
out the land; we have many departments 
with many employees. There is the 
Sunday school, home missions, foreign 
missions, the Women’s Missionary 
Council, the orchestras, the choirs, the 


evangelistic department, the jail depart- 
ment, the hospital department, the jun- 


ior C. A.’s, and the Christ Ambassadors! 
What have I left out? What is the 
plant that makes all these departments 
effective? The power plant, of course! 
The prayer meeting is the power plant 
for any church where Christ is honored 
and lifted up! Isaiah the prophet said, 
“My house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all people.” Jesus says the 
same thing over in the New ‘Testament. 
Keep the prayer wheel turning and 
every department of the church will be 
producing effectual results for the 
Master. 


Speed the Light 

There has been quite a shake-up in 
the leadership of the Speed-the-Light 
race. Latest reports show that our dis- 
trict has taken over first place, and Okla- 
homa has edged out Texas for second 
place. Let us do our very best for the 
remaining few weeks of this year and 
hold first place when the 1947 race is 
over! Following is the total of the giving 
of the 10 highest districts. 


Northern California and 


Nevada. % 2.0. $3,776.79 
Oldahoma= "eae 3,126.00 
BEGRAS i iCRs 5 Ane eee 3105.37 
Southern California 225759 
INorthwest ees. ee 2,160.62 
Indiana OS Sere 2,015.44 
Oregon’ Aguas eee SPA Sy 
INorth! Gentral 298. 1,704.75 
OiGigeatied soe eae ae 1338.74 
Southern Missouri Lede 


Custock’s Comments 

Convention Highlights—The Coane 
Convention at Turlock is past, but still 
it is fresh in the memories of all who 
attended. Each service was marked with 
the blessing and presence of the Lord. 
Our hearts were thrilled Saturday after- 
noon when the students of Glad Tid- 
ings Bible Institute presented an appeal 
for a new school. We were told that 
present quarters are inadequate, the 
school having outgrown itself, and pres- 
ent facilities are overcrowded. The stu 
dents raised over $1000 among them- 
selves towards a new building, and an 
offering of $1243 was raised in this 
meeting to be added to. the students’ 
$1000. It was suggested by Brother 
Pickthorn, Dean, that each of the alumni 
of G.T.B.I. pledge or subscribe $100 
towards this great training school pro- 
ject. I say a big amen to this noble 
suggestion! 

Brother W. T. Gaston, our beloved 
Superintendent, brought a heart-warm- 
ing message to our Pentecostal youth to 
safeguard our God-given wealth, our 
inheritance in the Lord. 

Over $1200 was given for Speed-the- 
Light on Sunday afternoon in a mission- 
ary service to be long remembered. 

Brother Lester Sumrall, world travel- 
ler, author, and speaker, spoke in one 
of the services, challenging all C.A.’s to 
give themselves to soul winning. 


We thank the Lord for the ministry 
of Brother Wm. E. Kirschke, our con- 
vention speaker. It seemed every heart 
was touched and moved for God as we 
sat under the richly anointed ministry 
of our brother. The altars were lined 


rer 


hassadons 


every night with soul seeking a deeper 
walk. 

The talented music in every service 
was absolutely “tops.” Everyone left 
the three-day district-wide convention 
happy, refreshed, helped, and strength- 
ened. 

C. A. Officers—Your president was 
retained in office along with Maurice 
Contreras, your vice-president. Wesley 
Steelberg, our secretary-treasurer for the 
past three and a half years, resigned, 
feeling he could not give proper time 
to the many duties of the office with his 
new pastorate at Escalon. Richard Ful- 
mer, now pastoring in Atwater, was 
voted in as new secretary-treasurer. Wel- 
come, Richard, to your new office. And 
God bless you, Wesley, for your faith- 
ful labors to the district. A love offering 
was received for Brother Steelberg as a 
token of appreciation for his unselfish 


and untiring faithful service. 


C. A. News 

PINGING (Go Ats:—Yes, ‘tis true. 
The “King’s Ambassadors” quartet con- 
sists of four young ladies namely, Velma 
Huttman, Shirley McGahan, Ernestine 
Webb, and Ann Taranto, of the Colusa 
C. A. group, who sing because they 
love the Lord. ‘Two of the young ladies 
in the quartet have felt the leading of 
the Lord to start a children’s church. 
Just recently the Colusa C. A.’s reor- 
ganized their group and are working 
hard to increase their number. 

LINCOLN—The C. A’s. of Lincoln 
are not only enjoying services but are 
being trained for future service for the 
Lord. A part of their service is given 


to their pastor, Brother Knutson, who 


@ MAURICE V. CONTRERAS, Vice-President 
P.O. Box 97, Los Banos 


© WESLEY P. STEELBERG, Secy.-Treas. 
Second and Coley, Escalon 


“For the Work of Serving” 
by Marx Jonn BELL 


When young people know the Lord 
Jesus Christ—know the love of Christ as 
manifested in the divine plan of salva- 
tion—this, in itself, should create a desire 
to serve Him. 

We are to!d in Ephesians 4:12 that 
evangelists and pastor-teachers are given 
to the churches “in order fully to equip 
Elis people for the work of serving” 
(Weymouth). To be equipped for such 
a ministry, a Christ Ambassador must 


study and know the Word of God. 


instructs them in song leading. Their 
newest project is a young people’s choir. 

C. A. RALLY—The Capitol District 
C. A. Rally, under the direction of Sec- 
tional Chairman Elwood Knutson, was 
held in Bethel ‘Temple, Sacramento on 
Monday night, October 27. C. A. ofh- 
cers from the various churches partici- 
pated in the service, leading the song 
service, prayer, and testimonies. Special 
musical and vocal selections were ren- 
dered by C. A’s. from Auburn, Colusa, 
and Sacramento. The rally was climaxed 
by a stirring message from our District 


_C. A. President, Tommy Custock. 


MEN!!—Here is a note of interest for 
the men. One of the recent C. A. ser- 
vices in Bethel Temple, Sacramento, 
was conducted entirely by the men. 
Their theme was “The Voyage of Life.” 
The audience was impressed with the 
thought that as we sail life’s sea we must 
take Christ as our Captain to arrive 
safely on the other shore. 

—Hazel A. Thompson, Reporter. 


Second ‘Timothy 2:15 must be the aim 
of each believer. 

A soul can only be shown the way of 
salvation by God’s Word. As a soul 
winner, a personal worker, you must 
know the verse or verses which apply to 
each individual with whom you are 
dealing and be able to show him the 
reference in the Bible. 

An effective soul winner must also 
hide the Word of God in his heart— 
memorize the Word. Be able to open 
your Bible and says, “Here, in Isaiah 
53:5 and 6, is shown man’s lost con- 
dition and Christ's vicarious suffer- 
ing,” and present the plan of salvation. 

C. A. services may be profitably spent 
by conducting a Personal Worker's 
Course. The course may be divided into 
four general divisions: 

1. The why, where, when, and how, 
of personal work. 

2. Salvation. 


3. Essential doctrines: divine healing, 
second coming of the Lord, and the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit. 

4. How to meet false teaching. 

It will prove beneficial to your group 
if you give a mimeographed list of the 
scriptural references under each of the 
above headings to each member of your 
group and encourage them to memorize 
the verses. 

(Material for the above-mentioned 
course is presented in a booklet, “Per- 
sonal Worker's Course,” published by 
the Gospel Publishing House, Spring- 
field, Missouri.) 


In the Interest of the 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


L. W. SUTER, District Sunday School Representative 
2900 Irwin Street, Vallejo 


Let’s Go to Springfield 


The 1948 National Sunday School 
Convention will convene in Springfield, 
Missouri, February 15 to 19. It will be 
held in the largest convention auditor- 
ium in Springfield, which is the Shrine 
Mosque. Plans are being made to accom- 
modate over 5,000 delegates. The goal 
is: 3000 teachers, 1500 superintendents, 
and 600 secretaries, besides pastors and 
district leaders. 

There will be an extensive and unique 
parade during the convention. The dele- 
gates of Northern California and Ne- 
vada will march in the parade as a dele- 
gation. There will be floats represent- 
ing Robert Raikes, who was the origi- 
nator of Sunday School; of Stephen 
Paxson and early American Sunday 
school days. One of the main attractions 
of the parade will be the float carrying 
a huge Bible escorted by the Ministerial 
Alliance, the Mayor of Springfield, and 
his police force. Other floats will feature 
the Home Department, Cradle Roll, 
Beginner, Primary, Junior, and other 
departments of the Sunday school. The 
800 new Sunday schools of the Assem- 
blies of God will also be featured in the 
parade. 


A youth rally is planned for Sunday 
afternoon and an evangelistic rally for 
Sunday evening. The delegates will have 
Monday to go to the Gospel Publishing 
House and take a trip through the plant, 
as well as the offices. You won’t want to 
miss this. The convention will get under 
way Monday evening with Brother 
Ralph Riggs as the speaker. All day 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and ‘Thursday 
will be filled to capacity. There will be 
plenty of departmental discussions, mo- 
del classrooms, lectures and many other 
interesting features. Wednesday will 
be laymen’s night and Sheriff George 
Blaine, of Tulsa, will be the speaker. 
Sheriff Blaine is the teacher of a Men’s 
Bible Class in one of our Assembly of 
God churches. There will be a 500- 
voice laymen’s choir that night. Plans are 
also made for 1,000 children to be in 
child evangelism services in the base- 
ment auditorium which will be held 
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simultaneously with the main conven- 
tion service. 


I have contacted the Greyhound Bus 
Company and they have informed me 
that if we could get 35 people to go on 
the bus to the National Sunday School 
Convention that they would give us ex- 
clusive use of a 37 passenger bus. That 
means that we will have the bus all to 
ourselves, that there will be no smoking 
and many of the other things that go 
with our present-day travel. In the place 
of that we will be able to travel in a 
good Christian atmosphere, enjoying the 
presence and blessing of the Lord while 
making the trip. 


We are urging every church and Sun- 
day School to send either the pastor or 
Sunday school superintendent, or both of 
them if possible, to this convention. It 
will be one of the best investments 
that a school and church could make 
The pastor or superintendent will come 
back home inspired and filled with many 
thoughts and ideas that will make the 
Sunday school a better school and will 
help it to grow, not only in numbers, but 
in spirituality as well. The fare for minis- 
ters with their clergy rate will be only 
$48.24 for a ticket from Sacramento to 
Springfield and return. The fare for 
lay members will be $60.84 for a round 
trip ticket. The bus will leave from Sac- 
ramento and will travel down Highway 
99 to Los Angeles and then go through 
Albuquerque, Amarillo, and on to 
Springfield. 


It will be necessary for you to write 
us IMMEDIATELY at 2900 Irwin 
Street, Vallejo, for a seat on this bus as 
we must place the order for our bus 


before long. 


“Tue Nationa, Convention Is Our 
IntTENTION!” LEt’s Gol 


Sub-District Sunday School Conference 
Nevada Sub-District—Reno, Nevada 
January 1 and 2 


Goal for °47-°48 
100,000. Increase In Attendance 
12,000 Teacher Training Certificates 
Issued 


The District Sunday School Repre- 
sentatives who were present at the Gen- 
eral Council in Grand Rapids met to- 
gether and drafted a resolution which 
was submitted to the General Council 
in session. 

The first part of this resolution sets 
forth the challenge to our people 
throughout the United States br an 
increase of 100,000 in average attend- 
ance in our Sunday schools. ‘This means 
that some of our schools will have to 
show an increase of 20 or 25 per cent 
over last year in average attendance, but 
we all recognize the fact that every time 
we get a new scholar in our Sunday 
school we have the privilege of minister- 
ing to another soul. 

The second part of the resolution calls 
for 12,000 ‘Training For Christian Serv- 
ice certificates to be issued during the 
same period of time. Quite a number of 
our schools who have never had a 
teacher training course have seen the 
need of it and are already having one 
or making plans to have one in the 
very near future. These training courses 
have proven to be a source of real bless- 
ing, inspiration, and instruction to the 
staff of the school. Teachers have testi- 
fied to the fact that the things they 
learned in the training course have 
helped them to be better teachers. 

Let’s set to work immediately to make 
plans for the proper increase in the 
number of our pupils and for a Training 
For Christian Service Course. 

Remember, souls are the ultimate 
objective. 

Have You Sent In Your 1946-47 
Check-Up Yet? 

Pastors, superintendents, check im- 
mediately and see if that report has been 
sent in to your District Sunday School 
office. There isn’t much time left to get 

oS 
it in. They should be in our office within 
the next two weeks. 


The certainty of the truth is not at 
all affected by persistent rejection of it. 
* * *% * 

Silence is the college yell of the school 
of experience. 
SS se 
When the heart is afire some sparks 
will fly out of the mouth. 


—_—_——————— 
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Missionary Briefs 
Sister Estella Wilcox arrived home in 
San Francisco November 15. In the Fiji 
Islands while Brother and Sister Heete- 
bry were on furlough, she planned on 
returning on the same ship they went 
out on. Due to sudden illness of her 
mother, she came by plane arriving 

weeks ahead of schedule. 

oy ay ES eens 
To be with her father, who was 
stricken ill some weeks ago, Ruth Couch- 
man arrived by plane November 20 
from Peru. Sister Couchman was plan- 
ning on returning on furlough in a few 
months, but has hurried home earlier 


due to illness. 
Bol Os IS a Oy ee 


John and Daisy Kennedy celebrated 
their eighth wedding anniversary on 
October | in Freetown, Sierra Leone, 


West Africa. 


* % * * * 

Sister Jerry Triemstra is planning a 
short visit to the States soon. From the 
mountains, they have recently moved 
to Lima, Peru, to work at the Bible 
school. 

See ee RS 

The Paul Wrights (Miriam Kennedy) 
are engaged in Bible school work in 
South Africa. Oren Paul, brown eyes 
and blond hair, is now one year old. 
The majority of the students understand 
Zulu; so they are studying that langu- 
age, while happily engaged in Bible 
teaching. 

Bay BAY aS SS 


Brother and Sister Arthur Lindvall 


are planning to leave for El Saivador 


the first of February. Their home address 


is 380 Morse Avenue, Sunnyvale, Calif. 


ee Se eae 2 


Sister Ida M. Stuart has arrived in 
Hong Kong and is already busily engaged 
in gospel work, preaching and teaching 
through an interpreter. She is engaged 
in language study too. She writes: “Tam 
looking for a building to open services 
in one of these crowded districts and 
will get a Chinese worker who can in- 
terpret for me too and go to work. I 
study in the morning and help sinners 
to find Jesus the rest of the time. I have 
always had plenty to do wherever I am, 
but this is one place where you could 
be busy if you were fripleten eames liais 
not a place where you look for a needed 
spot to work; it is only needful to look 
for a place that will take care of all that 
will come.” 


$$$ 
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MISSIONS 


South India 

From Brother and Sister Oliver L. 
Foth, welcome word has been received. 
In part, they write: 

“The days and weeks have been filled 
with work—a work in which we are 
happy to have a part—the work of the 
Lord. Part of it has been a continuation 
of ‘Tamil language study. The Lord will- 
ing we shall have finished the intensive 
part of our study by next April, and then 
we will be able to devote our entire time 


to the preaching of the gospel. 
“Although language study has taken 


a good part of the time, we have had 
many opportunities to declare the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. We held 
regular ‘Tamil services in Coonoor while 
we lived there. Brother Foth was called 
to the city of Madura, in the heart of the 
Tamil country, to minister in a conyen- 
tion. Madura, the seat of Hinduism in 
South India, is a city the size of Oakland, 
California, and has the largest Hindu 
temple in India. One night after the 
message had been preached . . . there 
was a spontaneous move toward the 
front . . It was led by an old man 86 
years old. That night 25 souls knelt in 
the sand and confessed Christ as their 
personal Saviour. 

“Brother Foth has just returned from 
another convention in Madura, where 
Brother Robert Cummings, our Field 
Secretary for India, and he have been 
ministering . . . Again many souls were 
born into the kingdom of God amidst 
confessions of sin and repentance with 
tears. 

“Last February . . . Brother Walter 
Clifford in Colombo, Ceylon, invited us 
for two weeks of special meetings. We 
had three meetings a day, the anointing of 
the Lord upon each service. ‘There were 
some baptized in the Holy Spirit, and 
some sixty souls saved and reclaimed 
during that time of revival. How it 
stirred our hearts to see big men bowed 
under conviction for their sins and 
weeping openly and unashamedly. . . 


“Certain rumors have been spread 
that it is impossible to do missionary 
work in India now due to the political 
situation here. This is not true! We in 
South India, and many in other parts of 
India, have had the utmost freedom to 
travel about and preach. However, we 
do covet your prayers that doors may 


remain open, that we may continue to 
be able to do His work as we have in the 
past.” 

Fiji Islands 

Though they have not been able yet 
to secure the car or station wagon they 
need in their work among the Hindus 
of the Islands, Brother and Sister Law- 
rence Borst launched out again in Octo- 
ber for another 350-mile trip, planning 
to touch villages and town and settle- 
ments to scatter the Word of God by 
preaching, the printed page, and by 
personal contacts. 

Brother and Sister A. M. Heetebry 
have arrived back in Suva to resume 
their work of many years. At the dock 
in San Francisco to see them off was a 
young man, Aleck Shah, a Spirit-filled 
Christian from their assembly in Suva, 
a member of a Christian family over 
there. 


South India 

From Trivandrum, Travancore, South 
India, Sister Lydia Graner writes: 

“Bible school has opened again this 
year. Last year there was none due to 
the problem of food. ‘This year we were 
granted special rations for the students. 
A fine group of about thirty young men 
are enrolled. Some of our pastors here in 
the South, who have not had the privi- 
lege of attending Bible school, are com- 
ing this year. We feel that this will be a 
great benefit to the work. The Lord has 
already begun to bless at the school. One 
evening at prayer the men were singing 
in Malayalam about the soon coming of 
the Lord. A boy that does not know a 
word of English sang with the others 
in perfect English. Even we could not | 
do that as the music is so different, and 
it would be difficult to set words to their 
funes sas.) 


“Brother Kunnjammen and _ Brother 
Samuel, who are teachers at the Bible 
school, have been invited by the Foreign 
Missions Committee to come to the Uni- 
ted States to represent the work here in 
South India. These fine Christian men 
have been with the Assemblies of God 
for many years. I hope that you will 
have the privilege of hearing them while 
they are in America. .. . 


“We have been so thankful for our 
jeep, which has been a great asset in 
the work here.” 
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ALAMEDA—Bobby Clark, youth evangel- 
ist of Bakersfield, began a revival meeting at 
Glad Tidings Church November 9 with 
Pastor and Mrs. A. E. Osborn. 

ALAMO-—Eight were saved and two re- 
ceived the baptism of the Holy Spirit during 
the three weeks of special meetings Sister 
Stella Myers held recently for Pastor W. E. 
Kern. 

ALTURAS—Pastor George G. Anderson 
has resigned, terminating his ministry there 
on November 30. During his stay in Alturas 
a new parsonage has been erected and the 
church as a whole has shown good growth. 

ATWATER—Brother R. C. Fulmer is the 
new pastor, successor to Brother S. Albert 
Ogle, who has gone to Sunnyvale. Brother 
Thurmond was the speaker at the installation 
service that inaugurated Brother Fulmer’s 
ministry there on November 9. 

CERES—Brother H. T. Langley has been 
in good meetings with Pastor E. L. Stewart, 
beginning October 21. 

COLUSA—Evangelist and Mrs. C. R. 
Peterson held special meetings in the Colusa 
church while Pastor Floyd R. Hoole was away 
holding a revival campaign in Pacific Grove 
for Brother Oral A. Hart. Brother and Sister 
R. E. Henke were there for services Sunday, 
November 23. Brother L. W. Suter and 
Brother Hondericks, National Sunday Schoo! 
Representative, held special Sunday school 
meetings on November 25 and 26. 

DUNSMUIR—Evangelist Hazel MacLeod 
began a revival campaign November 2 for 
IRastonen. E. Cull: 

DURHAM-—Brother Ray Morales was so- 
loist and speaker at the Butte Christian En- 
deavor convention in Durham October 25 and 
26. About 16 of the young people yielded 
their lives to Christ during the convention. 

FAIRFIELD—The fine new church on 
Highway 40, just at the edge of Fairfield, 
was dedicated at the time of the district fellow- 
ship meeting held there November 17. Brother 
M. P. Bohnet, the district presbyter, and 
Brother Thurmond were the afternoon and 
evening speakers respectively. Pastor Carl R 
Tucker has done a commendable work in that 
community and in getting the new building 
erected. Congratulations are due pastor and 
congregation on the completion of this fine 
new church. We join with them in praying 
that many souls shall be saved and blessed 
in this new place of worship. 

FRIANT—Report has been received that 
nine were saved and two had received the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit by the third week 
of the revival campaign Evangelist James 
Curtis of Big Springs, Texas, has been hold- 
ing for Pastor E. E. Bodenhofer in his newly 
opened church. Though he lost one lung in 
war service, Brother Curtis, an ex-G.I. con- 
tinues to preach the gospel for the glory of his 
Lord. 

GALT—Brother L. R. White is away on a 
leave of absence. During his ministry in Galt, 
a fine new church building has been erected. 
Brother Vernon Ragsdale is the supply pastor. 


GARBERVILLE — Both -Brother Gaston 


and Brother Thurmond were present and 
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News from... 


Here and There 


ALBERT J. LEBECK, Field Reporter 


participated in the dedication of the new 
church building November 3. It was also the 
occasion of the Redwood district fellowship 
meeting. Pastor George McNutt has worked 
hard and long on the new building and he 
and the congregation are to be commended 
for the accomplishment of this good work. 
The meeting was a time of rejoicing and good 
fellowship for all who gathered for the event. 

KEYES—Souls are being’ saved and the 
Sunday school is growing in the new church 
Brother Carl O. Olson has recently built in 
Keyes. There is still some finishing work to 
be done in the interior. It is hoped that soon 
it will be completed and the building will be 
dedicated as a house of worship. Brother an‘ 
Sister Olson started this gospel work in Keyes 
only this past summer. By the end of October 
the Sunday school attendance had reached 
83. Our prayers and best wishes are that this 
new church shall be blessed of the Lord as a 
real spiritual lighthouse in that community. 
Evangelist J. W. Horton has recently held 
a gcod campaign there. 

LAKEPORT —Pastor S. S. Webster reports 
that the blessing of the Lord was present and 
much good was done during the three weeks 
meeting Evangelist and Mrs. M. E. Edmun- 
son recently held there. 

LODI—The North San Joaquin fellowship 
meeting was held there with Pastor Mark A. 
Hinman on November 3. Brother Donald G 
Weston was the afternoon speaker. The 
evening speaker was Evangelist H. T. Lang 
ley. 

LOS BANOS—About the Sunday school 
conference Brother L. W. Suter held there 
October 28 to 30, Pastor Maurice Contreras 
reports: “The conference was well attended 
and every teacher and officer admitted a 
greater realization of the importance of a 
healthier and greater Sunday school in his 
own local church... This conference hes left 
a lasting impression upon all who attended.” 

LOVEEROCGK= Brothers lian © Billings is 
the new pastor, succeeding Brother Vernon 
H. Ragsdale. Brother and Sister Billings began 
their ministry in Lovelock November 2. 

MARYSVILLE—Brother L. Mullins is the 
coming to us from Dallas, Texas. Again this 
year, the North Sacramento Valley and the 
Capitol districts joined in a Thanksgiving 
Day meeting and fellowship dinner in the 
Veterans’ Memorial Building in Marysville. 
Brother William Pickthorn, dean of G.T.B.1. 
wes the afternoon speaker. After dinner the 
GUA sshadea meeting preceding the evening 
service. Brother Gaston was the evening 
speaker. ) 

MIDDLETOWN-—Of the Lake-Mendo- 
cino fellowship meeting held there Novem- 
ber 10, Pastor Ruby O. Curtis reports: “The 


Middletown fellowship meeting was a source 


2622 W Street 


Sacramento, California 


of blessing and spiritual refreshing for all 
who attended. Sister Ella Beare of Lower 
Lake spoke in the afternoon, and Brother 
Bohnet of Santa Rosa was the evening 
speaker.” 

MODESTO (South Modesto Acres)—Pas- 
tor Charles F. Parker, who built the new 
church in this new section of Modesto, has 
resigned because of poor health. Brother T. 
J. Stokes, who recently held a revival cam- 
pcign there, has been chosen to be the new 
pastor. Brother and Sisiter Stokes are from 
the Arkansas District, and both of them are 
preachers. 

OAKDALE—Pastor E. L. Spilman reports 
having the blessing of the Lord on all depart- 
ments of the church with good attendance 
at Sunday school and church services. From 
November 9 to 23, Leonard Couchman, a 
recent graduate of G.T.B.I. and a former 
Oakdale boy, held a very good revival cam- 

aion. 

OAKLAND (Bethel)—Evangelist Arthur 
Arnold of Los Angeles, a converted Jew, will 
hold special meeting with Pastor R. H. Moon 
December 14 to 21. He expects to lay special 
s‘ress on teaching of the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit. 

OAKLAND (First Church)—The C. A. 
rally and evening fellowship meeting of the 
East Bay area was held there November 3. 
The evening speaker was Brother Lester F. 
Sumrall, who held a revival campaign for 
Pastor E. Elsworth Krogstad from November 
PAO AK 

PACIFIC GROVE—Brother Floyd R. 
Hoole of Colusa held a good three weeks 
revival campaign with Pastor Oral A. Hart 
in October. 

PITTSBURG—Arfter several years of min- 
istry there, Brother C. E. Freeze has resigned 
es pastor. Brother H. T. Langley hes been 
chosen to be his successor. 

POINT ARENA~—Evangelists Helen Beas- 
ley and Sally Bradley have been in revival 
meetings there since the middle of November. 
Brother John A. Westfall is the pastor. 

PORTOLA—During the revival meeting 
Evangelist W. T. Stallings held there some 
weeks ago, the Sunday school attendance 
reached 72. Four backsliders returned to the 
Lord, and the church as a whole was blessed 
by the services. The pastors are Sisters Julia 
Peterson and Ruth Bertenshaw. 

RED BLUFF—Pastor Everett Morgan re- 
ports: “The C. A. rally held at Bethel Temple 
on October 13 was a spiritual blessing to a 
great host of young people. William Long. 
Secretary of the Southern California District. 
was the speaker. Joe Opperman is the sec. 
tional chairman.” 

RICHMOND-—The four weeks of revival 


meetings Evangelist Martin Luther Davidson 


GLAD TIDINGS, DECEMBER, 1947 


toh eS Cte 


IT CAN BE DONE 
Above is shown the Assembly of God Sunday School of Martinez. At the beginning of the year a goal 
of 200 was set. It was reached October 19, a home-coming day. Otto Schmidt is pastor. 


held for Pastor C. E. Persing were very suc- 
cessful. They report that they feel that it 
was one of the best meetings they have had 
in the church. 

SACRAMENTO (Bethel)—Brother Arne 
Vick of North Hollywood was the principal 
speaker at men’s meeting and dinner on No- 
vember 17. While Pastor Hinman was the 
evening speaker at the C. A. convention in 
Long Beach, Brother Lester Sumrall supplied 
November 21 and 23. The missionary offer 
ings given last year to foreign missions went 
over the $10,000 mark. 

SAN FRANCISCO (Calvary)—Evangelist 
Jennie O’Brien, recently returned home from 
Texas, has been in very good revival meet- 
ings with Pastor Homer M. Doyle since No- 
vember 9. 

SAN FRANCISCO (Glad _ Tidings)— 
Brother Joseph Svenhart, Swedish evangelist. 
held a good 10 days revival campaign in the 
temple in early November. He preached to 
the congregation by means of an interpreter, 
Brother Mattson of Oakland. One Sunday 
afternoon service was in Swedish throughout 
and was enjoyed by the many Scandinavian 
friends who attended. Evangelist Esther Mae 
Cooper began a campaign November 16. 
Pastor L. R. Keys is away for two weeks being 
one of the speakers in a union city-wide 
evangelistic effort in Toronto, Canada. 

SAN LEANDRO-—Brother Cecil M. Ro- 


beck has been chosen to be the new pastor. 


SANTA ROSA—Evangelists Helen Beas- 
ley and Sally Bradley held a two weeks re- 
vival meeting there in the first half of No- 
vember. Pastor and Mrs. M. P. Bohnet have 
just recently returned from a long vacation 
trip after the General Council meeting in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Brother Bohnet 
held evangelistic meetings in West Virginia 
in a couple of different churches. After a trip 
down the East Coast and a visit to Florida, 
the Bohnets returned home refreshed and 
ready to resume pastoral duties. 

ST. HELENA—Brother Wheeler Ander- 
son, who comes to us from the Arizona Dis- 
trict, has been chosen to be the new pastor of 
the campground church in St. Helena. 


STOCKTON—The meetings were well 


attended, 20 were at the altar for salvation, 
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seven were filled with the Holy Spirit, and 12 
were baptized in water during the three 
weeks of revival meetings Evangelist and Mrs. 
Stanley McPherson held in Calvary Temple 
with Pastor Earl F. Davis from October 19 
to November 9. 


TURLOCK~—Pastor Robert, Carrington re- 
ports that Brother Floyd Hawkins was the 
speaker at a recent C. A. rally. Evangelist 
Winston I. Nunes began a revival campaign 
there November 11. The Bethel W.M.C. 
have sent a shipment of 1000 pounds of 
clothing, some used and some new, and a 
hundred pounds of soap to a Bible school in 
England. 


VACAVILLE—Brother Vernon M. Murray 
of Daly City recently held revival meetings 
for Pastor J. Kirk Soper. 


WATSONVILLE—Several were saved dur- 
ing the revival meetings Evangelist and Mrs. 
Stanley McPherson held recently for Pastor 
Chas. Coffey. 


WEED—The 


Shasta district fellowship 


meeting was held in Weed November 10. 


Both afternoon and evening services were well 
attended. Sister Hazel MacLeod was the after- 
noon speaker, and Brother C. O. Ross, pastor 
at Klamath Falls, Oregon, was the evening 
speaker. The pastor is H. W. Brown. 


Brother Charles Smith, who was for- 
merly at Glad Tidings in San Francisco, 


is now pastor of a church in Miami, 


Florida. 


Personal Mention 


Brother and Sister CHARLEY Mce- 
PHEETERS, who formerly were pastors 
in Boonville, held evangelistic meetings 
in Ivanhoe, California, for Pastor J. C. 
Medley. 


of Tk a Se 


Brother A. J. LEBECK was the Gid- 
con speaker recently at an exclusive 
men’s meeting in the Mormon Church 
in Reno. Brother Lebeck has been elec- 
ted general chairman of the Youth for 
Christ Council in Sacramento. Brother 
NELSON HINMANWN was elected to be 
the publicity chairman. 

Roy ra S42 eG Re 


Recently resigned from the pastorate 
in Corcoran, California, Brother J. E. 
Hart, who held successful evangelistic 
meetings in this District some time ago, 
will be open for calls for revival cam- 
paigns after the first of the year. His 
address is 1500 Jennings Avenue, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 


Pe eee eh eh 


At the convention of the Filipino 
Assemblies of God held November 11 to 
14 in Pasadena, the following were 
elected to serve as officers of the group: 
J. CG. SANIDAD, president; H. Tat 
SUAN, vice-president; and J. M. 
LUCAS, secretary-treasurer. 


Pastor and Mrs. Carl O. Olson 
are shown in front of the church 
Brother Olson has built in Keyes 


since midsummer. 
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BIBLE SCHOOL BEACH HEAD 


The G. T. B. I. veterans are on the 
march towards a new Bible school! 
Having felt the need and caught the 
vision of new quarters for our school, 
the sixty veteran students are leading 
the way in a drive for funds for this pur- 
pose. Each veteran, in the spirit of sacri- 
fice, has wholeheartedly met this chal- 
lenge by giving, in most cases, more than 
he could afford. 

At the open house service in the Glad 
Tidings temple Thursday night, Novem- 
ber 20, the newly organized Veteran’s 
Club presented Dean Pickthorn with 
cash and pledges amounting to $5,040, 
which they hope will snowball by others 
catching the vision. 


This presentation culminated a secret 
drive by the veterans and was a surprise 
to the faculty and student body. Much 
interest was aroused around the school 
by a series of posters which mysteriously 
appeared on the walls carrying out the 
theme “Khan Doo.” This slogan was 
borrowed from Philippians 4:13—"T can 
do all things through Christ.” Typical 
posters were, “What's new? Khan Doo!”, 
“It's on the slate for forty-eight? Khan 
Doo!,” etc. The curiosity of the students 
and faculty reached a high peak before 
the drive was finished and the presen- 
tation made. 

Glad Tiding Bible Institute must have 
new quarters. Have your eyes caught 
the vision? 


Lord’s Day 
(Continued from page 5) 

emphasis on day, “the Lord’s DAY.” 
Dr. Bullinger says that in either case the 
same thing is meant, only the emphasis 
is differently placed. But my suggestion 
is that the expression, “the Lord’s day,” 
is more inclusive than is the expression, 
“the day of the Lord,” the latter, strictly 
speaking, not beginning until the end of 
the church age, and the former begin- 
ning in John’s day when the Lord began 
to judge the churches. It may be said, 
however, that whatever our opinion may 
be concerning this suggestion, there can 
be no doubt that “the Lord’s day” must 
be understood as the opposite of “man’s 
day,” and that as “man’s day” is the 
day when man judges, “the Lord's day” 
must be the day when the Lord judges. 

Scripture, if properly interpreted, 
wonderfully dovetails together. In His 
judicial character our Lord appeared to 
John. The judgment was to begin at the 
house of God. Hence, He whose “eyes 
were as a flame of fire; and His feet like 
unto fine brass” (brass symbolizes judg- 
ment), was seen by John “in the midst of 
the seven candlesticks,” the candlesticks 
representing the seven churches, as we 
are distinctly told (chap. 1:20). The 
seven churches, we believe, represent 
seven church periods, covering the en- 
tire church age from John’s day down 
to the end when the rapture shall take 
place and the church, which is the body 
of Christ, shall be removed from the 
earth. 
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It is not necessary to delve deeply into 
the second and third chapters of Reve- 
lation in order to see that the Lord is 
judging. A cursory examination of the 
chapters will lead us to see this. And 
what our Lord judged in John’s day in 
those seven churches He has been judg- 
ing all the way down through the cen- 
turies, and is judging today in what we 
regard as the last of the church periods, 
the Laodicean period. It may, therefore, 
be said that in a sense we are now living 
in that day when, judgment having be- 
gun in the house of God, we may well 
call “the Lord’s day.” 

But the objection is made that “the 
Lord’s day” cannot come until “man’s 
day” shall come to an end. The same 
objection might be made as to the com- 
ing of the kingdom; it cannot come until 
the Lord shall come. But it has come to 
many of us. Paul says that “the kingdom 
.. . is righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17). So, all 
who have these, have the kingdom; the 
kingdom has come to them. So, it would 
appear that it is possible to live in “man’s 
day” where man is judging, and, at the 
same time, in “the Lord’s day” where 
the Lord is judging. 

The Bible is full of apparent para- 
doxes, but spiritually-minded people, 
illuminated by the Holy Spirit, if they 
walk in the light of the Lord, ought to 
understand what the meaning is. The 
Jews were quite incensed at Jesus be- 
cause He gave utterance to what to them 
were so many perplexing statements, 
but the trouble was not with what Jesus 


Alumnitems 

Brother C. E. Lebeck, class ’28, who 
has been a pastor in Florida for several 
years, is now visiting with relatives in 
the District. 

Sisters Helen Stewart and Myrtle 
Eason, and Brother Karl Gygax, all of 
the class of ’28, are teachers in South- 
eastern Bible Institute, Lakeland, Flor- 
ida. 

Sister Helen Byram Jarvis, class of 
May ’25, is again in full time ministry in 
Sheridan, Wyoming. 

Lloyd Christiansen, class ’37, is pastor 
of a growing church in Worthington, 
Minnesota. Plans are now being made 
for a new church building to seat 500. 

Atwood Foster, class ’30, is Superin- 
tendent of the Oregon District. 

Harry Warwick, class ’30, is Protest- 
ant Chaplain at San Quentin Prison. 

Harold and Naomi Lehmann, class 
31, are missionaries in the Gold Coast, 
West Africa. He is District Superin- 
tendant of that field. 

Leona Goodpasture, class 39, is as- 
sistant pastor in Long Beach, working 
with Sister Emma Taylor. 

There are several members of the 
student body who are second generation 
representatives of their families to attend 
Gul.Beiheyrare: 

Raymond Hackett, son of Lillian John- 
son Hackett, class ’27. 

Reuben and Lewis Wilson, sons of 
Reuben and Harriet Wilson, classes of 
‘26 and ’27 respectively. 

Evangeline Sequeira, daughter of 
Manuel Segueira, class ’22. 

Dwight Erickson, son of Leif Erick- 
son, class ’24. 

Calvin Zeissler, son of Robert Zeissler, 
class ’29. 


said, or with the way He said it; the 
trouble was with the Jews; their minds 
were blinded by prejudice and unbelief. 
And prejudice and unbelief have ever 
been, and are today, the most effective 
weapons in the devil’s armory. Let us re- 
fuse to allow them even a temporary 
lodging in our hearts. 

This is “man’s day” in which we are 
living, and man. is judging, and we 
should not be surprised if we are mis- 
judged, even as Paul was misjudged at 
the time he refused to recognize the 
validity of any such judging; but we do 
not belong to “man’s day”; we belong to 
“the Lord’s day,” for “the true light now 
shineth” (1 John 2:8), and that light 
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is the light of Him who said, “He that 
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life” (John 
8:12). Yes, this is “the Lord’s day,” and 
the Lord is judging us as He judged the 
seven churches of Asia. Jesus said, “The 
Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son” (John 
5:22), and Paul said, “He that judgeth 
me,’—not shall judge me, but “judgeth 
me —“is the Lord” (1 Cor. 4:4). So, if 
in “man’s day” man insists upon judging 
us, as man insisted upon judging Paul, 
we have the same right of appeal Paul 
had, and He to whom we can appeal al- 
ways judges righteously; so there will 

< no danger that an injustice will be 
done. All conditions, all circumstances, 
all inward motives, purposes, desires, 
aims, aspirations, will be taken into con- 
sideration, and each will be given its 
proper place and testimony; each will 
be properly evaluated. And if He who is 
our Judge is also our Advocate we can 
be assured that the verdict will be favor- 
able. 

When misjudged by man we need not 
defend ourselves, or attempt self-just- 
ification. We can fearlessly leave our 
case with Him, who, if we are His, and 
we have committed our way unto Him. 
will “bring forth our righteousness as the 
light, and our judgment as the noonday” 
(Ps. 37:6). This He will do in the final 
stage of “the Lord’s DAY” which we 
may well call “the day of the LORD.” 


Wedding Bells 
On October 29, Iverna Cornwall, 
daughter of Brother and Sister E. J, 
Cornwall, former pastor in Vallejo, was 
united in marriage to Vernon M. Warren 
in the Assembly of God Church in Ban- 
don, Oregon. 
Re 53 ag gs 


In a wedding ceremony at the close 
of the Sunday morning service in Bethel 
Church in Modesto on November 9, 
Jane Abanethie became the bride of 
Arnold Erickson, eldest son of Brother 
and Sister Lief Erickson, former mission- 
aries to Peru. 


When you are treated like dirt, show 
your grit. 
~% * * * * 
You must dig deep if you would build 
high. 
fo, aS Os Es aes 
The darker it is the farther your light 


will shine. 
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Women’s Missionary Council 


Groups of women in many churches 
are busily planning and packing Christ- 
mas boxes this month for Christian 
workers and missionaries on the home 
and foreign fields. The following inter- 
esting excerpts from a recent letter are 
examples of what is going on all over the 
District. “We are getting together the 
things for the Christmas box and find it 
gives one a real Christmasy feeling. We 
have had a personal shower for our 
assigned home missionaries which we 
want for a surprise besides the regular 
Christmas things and the gifts from the 
treasure chest. We will be sending forty 
toys to the Sunday school also. We have 
already sent our Christmas box to India 
and are holding the one for Africa as we 
were told our missionary is to be home 
by Christmas. About a month ago the 
W.M.C. displayed the things from our 
treasure chest for missionary Sunday. 
The junior girls helped us by putting 
out their gifts and we were glad for their 
cooperation. The ladies saved pound 
coffee cans and they have been painted 
and stenciled with flowers and will be 
packed with Christmas treats for the old 
folks at the County hospital where our 
church holds a service every other Friday 
evening.” 

All the visiting missionaries in the 
Bay area were invited to a luncheon and 
missionary fellowship at Glad ‘Tidings 
Temple on October 30 with Mrs. Essie 
Hallock and her W.M.C. In the morn- 


‘ing the women did their usual handwork, 


one group tying a comforter, another 
group preparing the luncheon, some sort- 
ing Christmas cards and packing a box 
for the Philipines, several women cut- 
ting and sewing quilt blocks, someone 
else embroidering—it was a beehive of 
activity—everyone busy and happy, do- 
ing her work as unto the Lord. After 
lunch all gathered in the west wing of 
the temple for a spiritual feast. The 
speakers were: Sister Arthur Lindvall, 
who, with Brother Lindvall, is going to 
El Salvador, Central America; Rena 
Baldwin, returning to the Philippines 
where she had been interned until res- 
cued by the American troops just three 
minutes before the time set for her exe- 
cution; Sister Reinhold Henke, mission- 
ary to the Mexican Nationals; Helen 
Gustavson soon returning to Tsinan, 
Shantung, China, and now itinerating 
in the District; Sister Leonard from the 


Argentine; Sister Bernard Johnson from 
Brazil; and Sister Garlock, representing 
Africa. 

The Airport Assembly at Modesto, 
where Brother and Sister Ernest Adams 
have a fine group, extended an invitation 
to your Director to help them organize 
and stir up new interest. Miss Gustavson 
accompanied me on the trip November 
13, and the Lord met us in a precious 
way. 


For several years the East Bay district 
has not had an all day W.M.C. fellow- 
ship meeting, but on November 18 the 
Concord group was hostess to about 60 
women and several men. Interesting 
reports were given from various groups 
present. One group reported that they 
had solved the problem of getting moth- 
ers with children out to their meetings 
by having it one evening a month com- 
bining devotion, handwork and a social 
time together. The results have been 
very satisfactory. Instead of eight and 
10 out to service, they now have 20 to 24 
and much more is accomplished. An- 
other group made 900 dozen cookies over 
several months for the old folks at a 
County hospital. A Treasure Chest 
“shower” was held by the W.M.C. at 
Bethel in Oakland. The junior girls in 
one church help with the embroidering. 
Layettes are being made by the Martinez 
and Grace Church W.M.C.’s for orphan- 
ages. Your Director and Sister Dodson 
were guest speakers. Again we heard 
from the Bernard Johnsons from Brazil 
and Bernard, Jr., gave an inspiring test- 
imony of what he saw as a small child 
going to the mission field with his par- 
ents and how he has been impressed to 
give his own life to the Lord to carry the 
gospel of light to those in darkness. God 
bless Bernard and supply that electric 
scooter which. will truly “Speed the 
Light” as he carries the message of 
Christ's love into the villages and towns 
of Brazil. Bernard is only sixteen years 
old and still has several years of school 
ahead, but his desire is to be preaching 
in his spare time. Sister Sarah Lammie 
who is “too old” to go under appoint- 


ment, but not too old to feel that the 
Lord has called her, desires to go to the 
Philippines to labor with the Brengles at 
Bethel Bible Institute, and requests our 


prayers in her behalf. 


—Mrs. B.J.T. 
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Cunnent signs 


A DIGEST OF CURRENT EVENTS BY ALBERT J. LEBECK 


Speed of 1,500 MPH is Possible 

Aircraft able to resist stresses and 
pressures while flying 1,500 miles an 
hour are sought by the United States 
Army and the National Advisory Com- 
mittee on Aeronautics. The amazing 
speed has been made possible by the 
development of a 400-pound 20,000- 
horsepower jet engine. 

John F. Victory, executive secretary 
of the NACA, recently said this in 
Pittsburgh: “The problem now is to find 
an aircraft capable of withstanding the 
terrific pressures of compressibility and 
heat of the air friction at the super sonic 
speed.” 

5,000 Unwed Mothers 

In the past 50 years of the Fairhaven 
Home in Sacramento, there have been 
5,000 babies born. Most of the girls are 
scarcely past childhood, arrive fright- 
ened, homesick, and unhappy and _ be- 
fore them the overwhelming problem of 
what to do with their babies. Some are 
brought to the home by heartbroken 
parents; others come completely alone. 
Most of the girls want to keep their 
babiés and about half of them do. They 
are never advised as to what to do. 
Either way is likely to end in bitterness. 
They must make their own decisions. 
It is a home of privacy and friendly shel- 
ter in a Christian atmosphere, education 
in homemaking and household arts and 
complete medical care. At present all 
the girls there are teen agers and come 
from every walk of life, but most of them 
come from broken homes. 


President Truman Calls on Christians 

Recently. President Truman called for 
mobilization of the Christian forces in 
this country. 

The President said, “There never was 
a time in the history of the country when 
we needed more the backing of those 
people who believe in the golden rule 
and who believe in the teachings of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. Now is the time 
to mobilize behind those principles so 
that the things for which we stand, 
an honorable, decent peace in the world 
for every nation in it, may be accom- 
plished.” 

Communism in the U. S. A. 
We quote from Christian Victory the 
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words of J. Edgar Hoover, FBI Director: 

“The objective of the Communist 
Party of the U. S. is the destruction of 
the American way of life. 

“The red scourge of communism in 
America is boring its way through our 
land like a termite. Its power and influ- 
ence are out of proportion to its member- 
ship. 

“The Communist movement in Amer- 
ica dates back to 1919. Its party, like 
a whirling dervish, has changed _ its 
name and its party lines whenever ex- 
pedient. 

“Last fall, the party launched an in- 
tensive training program for the 15,000 
new party members, as well as for the 
older ones. In September and October 
teachers were selected and given special 
training. 

“Every Communist is taught the basic 
principles of organization, agitation, and 
propaganda. 

“The world’s foremost authority on 
Communism has already laid down the 
party line to American Communists: 
‘IT think the moment is not far off when 
a revolutionary crisis will develop in 
America. And when a revolutionary 
crisis develops in America, that will be 
the beginning of the end of world cap- 
italism as a whole. It is essential that 
the American Communist Party should 
be capable of meeting that historical 
moment fully prepared and capable of 
assuming the leadership of the impend- 
ing class struggle in America. 


“If we are to preserve the American 
way of life, the menace of Communism 
must be met and its forward march 


halted.” 


“Exodus --- 1947” 

One of the outstanding tragedies of 
1947 is the return of the Jewish refugees, 
4,311 of them, to a German internment 
camp. The Jews had been intercepted 
on the ship “Exodus-1947” July 18 in 
an attempt to reach Palestine from 
France. Lacking immigration permits, 
the English authorities sent them back 
to Hamburg. The U.S. Government 
officially has protested this action. Many 
of these Jews when questioned in Ger- 
many, had only one answer to all ques- 
tions. It was “Palestine.” When asked, 


“What is your name?” they answered, — 
“Palestine.” To the questions, where are 
you from, how old are you, what lang 
uage do you speak, the only answer was 
“Palestine.” 

A commission has been appointed to 
seek into the explanation of why the 
Jews have such a desire and determina- 
tion to go back to Palestine. It is entirely 
unnecessary. Let any one who wants the 
answer to that question read the Bible! 
God is drawing the Jews back to Pales- 
tine. Great Britain will pay bitterly for 
her refusal to let them go back in the 
numbers that wish to go back. We be- 
lieve this to be the biggest mistake being 
made by the present labor government 
in England. 

As far as the Jews are concerned, they 
have not yet learned their lesson: they 
can not have true success without Je- 
hovah and Him they nailed to a tree. 
Here is a summary of Israel’s present 
distress and disappointment: 

“Ye looked for much, and lo, it came 
to little; and when ye brought it home, 
I did blow upon it. Why? saith the Lord 
of hosts. Because of mine house that is 
waste, and ye run every man unto his 
own house.” (Haggai 1:9; read context, 
please.) God says if you neglect me and 
my house all your efforts will be in vain. 
The Jews are neglecting “House” of 
Jehovah. As long as they do that God 
will “blow” upon their efforts, and show 
them how vain and futile they are. 

There is a lesson in that for all of us, 
and for our nation as a whole. As long 
as we neglect God and His cause we 
will continue to look for much—and 
have it peter out to but very little. 
“Therefore (because of our sin and re- 
bellion) the heaven over you is stayed 
from dew, and the earth is stayed from 
her fruit” CHaggai 1:10). 

—CChristian Victory) 


Formal Prayer 

I often say my prayers, 

But do I ever pray? 

And do the wishes of my heart 

Go with the words I say? 

I may as well kneel down 

And worship gods of stone 

As offer to the living God 

A prayer of words alone. 

For words without the heart, 

The Lord will never hear, 

Nor will He those lips attend 

Whose hearts are not sincere, 

—John Burton 
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